Open letter to the heads of the European Union’s decision-making institutions

José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission
Hans-Gert Péttering, President of the European Parliament
Nicolas Sarkozy, President of France, holder of the EU Presidency

Poznan, 11% December 2008

Subject: EU leadership on climate change

Honourable Presidents Barroso, Pottering and Sarkozy,

The undersigned 60 plus organizations from around the world call on you to ensure that the
European Union stays true to its commitment to stop dangerous climate change, limiting global
warming to well below two degrees Celsius. Today and tomorrow vou will be discussing and
deciding the future of EU climate policy for the next decade. Your deliberations will have a profound
impact on the chances of agreeing an adequate and equitable global solution to the threat of
dangerous climate change by the summit scheduled to take place in one year’s time in Copenhagen.

The undersigned organizations are gravely concerned that the current status of vour discussions on
2020 emission reduction targets and the EU Emissions Trading System {(ETS) will likely destroy the
reputation of the EU’s leadership and the dynamics of climate change policy internationally.

We call on you to make up for the shortcomings currently under discussion and live up to your role
as a leader on climate change by making the following improvements:

* Send a clear signal to the rest of the world that the EU will commit to at least 30% reduction
from 1990 emission levels by 2020. Ensure that the vast majority of these reductions takes place
within the EU, and not via extemal offsets of dubious quality. Introduce a credible compliance
mechanism, such as fines, to ensure that member states achieve their targets.

*»  Show that you are committed to assisting developing countries and the most vulnerable
communities around the world by providing sufficient finances for climate friendly
development and adapting to the already inevitable impacts of current climate change. You can
do this easily by setting aside a proportion of revenues generated by EU ETS auctioning.

»  Fully internalize climate change pollution cost for the EU’s power sector by auctioning 100% of
allowances to them as of 2013. End the ongoing flight from change by many of Europe’s
manufacturing sectors and stop handing them free pollution permits - all sectors must contribute
to the necessary reductions.

Honourable Presidents, we are confident that you are aware of the seriousness of the implications
that your decisions will have. The EU is about to set the benchmark for how the industrialized world,
source of climate change and its devastating impacts, will live up to its responsibility. If the current
status of discussions would be adopted by the EU and then in fellow industrialized countries, the
world would face climate change of four degrees globally, or even more.

Without your leadership, the UN talks face a high risk of failure, making a global solution
impossible, and condemning millions of people around the world to immense suffering and species
and ecosystems to extinction and destruction.

Please do not fail in this important task. The world 1s watching you.
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